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TABLE 23

Federal funding for basic research, by budget function: FYs 1978–2024
(Millions of dollars)

Fiscal year

1978 3,665 320 * 962 412 157 207 197 9 70 8 57 1,246 0 2 9 10 0 na
1979 4,108 365 0 1,026 440 172 131 222 10 75 8 59 1,579 0 1 10 10 * na
1980 4,716 552 0 1,152 482 200 136 246 15 79 8 61 1,761 0 1 14 9 * na
1981 5,107 610 12 1,256 445 220 131 281 17 89 5 66 1,951 0 3 15 5 3 na
1982 5,305 696 10 1,296 434 260 139 295 17 102 7 78 1,953 0 0 13 4 2 na
1983 6,247 788 10 1,439 501 320 156 326 19 117 6 70 2,475 0 0 14 4 3 na
1984 7,072 845 3 1,606 646 365 192 353 20 125 5 77 2,813 0 0 15 5 3 na
1985 7,810 856 4 1,779 498 428 206 406 23 255 6 86 3,243 0 0 15 4 4 na
1986 8,193 960 5 1,795 737 456 204 390 26 184 6 83 3,324 0 0 15 5 5 na
1987 9,021 900 3 1,942 843 511 206 397 26 231 4 78 3,851 0 0 17 8 4 na
1988 9,553 905 3 2,061 944 571 210 428 28 197 7 83 4,087 0 0 17 8 5 na
1989 10,648 965 3 2,265 1,099 703 331 433 29 287 3 92 4,413 0 0 16 7 3 na
1990 11,288 964 4 2,306 1,389 761 336 456 31 242 3 106 4,661 0 0 16 9 3 na
1991 12,405 1,188 6 2,526 1,479 878 389 486 39 246 10 115 5,021 0 0 16 6 0 na
1992 12,973 1,147 6 2,532 1,499 921 383 528 35 266 11 118 5,506 0 0 16 5 0 na
1993 13,440 1,323 8 2,553 1,588 917 376 553 34 238 10 121 5,700 0 0 16 5 0 na
1994 13,552 1,174 6 2,542 1,796 921 224 567 38 220 9 145 5,889 0 0 16 5 0 na
1995 13,772 1,181 0 2,622 1,614 930 187 565 35 389 3 153 6,068 0 0 16 9 0 na
1996 14,442 1,165 2 2,662 1,685 1,182 147 547 37 456 0 140 6,395 0 0 13 12 0 na
1997 14,961 1,090 2 2,753 1,653 1,288 153 548 34 420 0 142 6,852 0 0 14 13 0 na
1998 15,523 1,067 1 4,121 1,610 34 145 571 35 411 0 133 7,356 0 0 23 16 0 na
1999 17,433 1,110 0 4,464 1,667 36 142 602 41 358 0 99 8,634 0 0 263 18 0 na
2000 19,470 1,184 42 4,722 1,616 36 146 651 39 542 0 107 10,099 0 0 266 20 0 na
2001 21,376 1,303 50 5,187 1,695 40 215 749 50 17 0 112 11,642 0 0 289 27 0 na
2002 23,848 1,404 53 5,561 1,912 45 471 762 56 17 0 115 12,957 0 0 465 30 0 na
2003 25,323 1,409 18 5,907 2,206 40 185 824 53 23 1 125 14,162 0 0 327 42 0 na
2004 26,529 1,380 18 6,198 2,473 32 201 780 46 20 0 125 14,850 0 0 347 58 0 na
2005 27,678 1,508 18 6,238 2,486 31 195 789 53 65 0 130 15,826 0 0 297 42 0 na
2006 27,336 1,490 18 6,406 2,299 8 195 805 66 0 0 131 15,532 0 0 318 68 0 na
2007 28,166 1,533 18 6,887 2,318 7 260 821 92 2 0 149 15,637 0 0 335 106 0 na
2008 28,740 1,631 18 7,260 2,183 16 210 790 98 0 0 146 15,909 0 0 354 125 0 na

2009b 36,400 1,772 18 10,727 932 28 219 799 152 0 0 155 21,108 0 0 375 115 0 na
Non- 
ARRA 28,161 1,769 18 7,913 900 28 219 799 112 0 0 145 15,767 0 0 375 115 0 na
ARRA 8,240 3 0 2,814 32 0 0 0 40 0 0 10 5,341 0 0 0 0 0 na

2010 29,614 1,849 0 8,578 1,109 57 223 881 131 0 0 174 16,125 0 0 413 74 0 na
2011 29,888 1,940 0 8,738 1,199 47 218 823 154 0 0 207 16,002 0 0 438 122 0 na
2012 31,846 2,066 0 8,491 3,181 57 135 847 163 0 0 206 16,196 0 0 470 33 0 na
2013 30,202 1,950 0 8,147 2,950 17 120 762 192 0 0 208 15,317 0 0 476 63 0 na
2014 32,086 2,167 0 8,739 3,320 16 252 790 213 0 0 227 15,853 0 0 451 58 0 na
2015 31,821 2,213 1 9,308 3,210 55 254 793 214 0 0 217 15,014 0 0 484 58 0 na
2016 32,821 2,335 1 9,282 3,578 51 257 829 235 0 0 244 15,565 0 0 386 58 0 na

To
ta

l f
or

 a
ll 

bu
dg

et
 fu

nc
tio

ns

N
at

io
na

l d
ef

en
se

 (0
50

)

In
te

rn
at

io
na

l a
ff

ai
rs

 (1
50

)

G
en

er
al

 s
ci

en
ce

 a
nd

 b
as

ic
 

re
se

ar
ch

 (2
51

)

Sp
ac

e 
fli

gh
t, 

re
se

ar
ch

, a
nd

 
su

pp
or

tin
g 

ac
tiv

iti
es

 (2
52

)

En
er

gy
 (2

70
)

N
at

ur
al

 re
so

ur
ce

s 
an

d 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

t (
30

0)

A
gr

ic
ul

tu
re

 (3
50

)

Co
m

m
er

ce
 a

nd
 h

ou
si

ng
 c

re
di

t 
(3

70
)

Tr
an

sp
or

ta
tio

n 
(4

00
)

Co
m

m
un

ity
 a

nd
 re

gi
on

al
 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t (

45
0)

Ed
uc

at
io

n,
 tr

ai
ni

ng
, e

m
pl

oy
m

en
t, 

an
d 

so
ci

al
 s

er
vi

ce
s 

(5
00

)

H
ea

lth
 (5

50
)

M
ed

ic
ar

e 
(5

70
)

In
co

m
e 

se
cu

rit
y 

(6
00

)

Ve
te

ra
ns

 b
en

ef
its

 a
nd

 s
er

vi
ce

s 
(7

00
)

A
dm

in
is

tr
at

io
n 

of
 ju

st
ic

e 
(7

50
)

G
en

er
al

 g
ov

er
nm

en
t (

80
0)

O
th

er
a



National Center for Science and Engineering Statistics |  NSF 24-310  

TABLE 23

Federal funding for basic research, by budget function: FYs 1978–2024
(Millions of dollars)

Fiscal year

2017 34,061 2,304 0 9,168 3,606 21 268 903 234 0 0 258 16,701 0 0 538 59 0 na
2018 36,208 2,381 0 9,932 3,281 50 255 909 222 0 1 335 18,255 0 0 530 57 0 na
2019 39,352 2,613 0 10,177 4,948 49 330 965 233 0 2 329 19,056 0 0 600 52 0 na

2020c 44,331 2,686 0 10,782 6,655 51 117 1,028 241 16 2 348 21,826 0 0 523 57 0 na

2021c 42,883 2,698 4 11,423 5,162 19 118 1,163 260 16 0 340 21,051 0 0 566 63 0 na

2022c 45,222 2,653 7 11,962 5,718 170 149 1,417 270 0 0 324 21,844 0 0 619 88 0 na
2023 
preliminary 47,089 2,919 2 12,535 5,627 208 141 1,357 282 0 0 342 22,961 0 0 648 68 0 na
2024 
proposed 48,266 2,480 2 13,877 5,820 193 128 1,369 309 0 0 368 22,959 0 0 701 60 0 na

* = amount less than $500,000. na = not applicable.

ARRA = American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.

a Other includes amounts not explicitly tallied in one of the separately identified categories. 
b Total for FY 2009 is the sum of non-ARRA and ARRA funds. 
c Agencies in several functions received emergency COVID-19 pandemic-related funding for R&D or R&D plant in FYs 2020–22. This funding may be 
included in this table's data; agency reporting is not clear in all cases.

Note(s):
Not all basic research funded by the federal government falls into the General science and basic research (251) category. Federal funding for basic 
research arises in other functional categories—such as National defense or Health—and is included in the category funding totals there. Detail may 
not add to total because of rounding. In FY 2007, the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) changed its R&D portfolio to reclassify funding in 
National defense and most Administration of justice as General science and basic research; in FY 2013, this was reclassified back to Administration 
of justice. In FY 2004, DHS changed its R&D portfolio to reclassify funding in General science and basic research and in Agriculture as 
Administration of justice. In FY 2000, the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) transferred funding for the International Space 
Station program from R&D to R&D plant; the change is reflected in the budget authority for Space flight, research, and supporting activities. In FYs 
2009 and 2012, NASA revised the classification of its R&D and non-R&D funding. In FY 2000, the National Institutes of Health in the Department of 
Health and Human Services classified all of its previous development activities as basic research or applied research, with a resulting increase in 
Health basic research. In FY 1998, many Department of Energy programs were reclassified from Energy to General science and basic research. In 
FY 1998, the Department of Veterans Affairs began reporting medical care support funds as a part of its total research budgetary resources; the 
change is reflected in the budget authority for Veterans benefits and services.

Source(s):
Data from FYs 1955–94 are from agencies' submissions to OMB, Circular A-11, exhibit 44A, "Research and development activities," and from 
supplemental data obtained from agencies' budget offices. Data from FYs 1995–2024 are from agencies' submissions to the Office of Management 
and Budget (OMB) per MAX Schedule C, agencies' budget justification documents, supplemental data obtained from agencies' budget offices, and 
Executive Office of the President, OMB, Budget of the United States Government, Fiscal Year 2024.
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